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Arqiva delivers Metropolitan Opera live to European cinemas 
 

• Arqiva completes second season of ‘The Met: Live in HD’ 
• Eight New York performances screened in cinemas across Europe 
• Arqiva provides additional subtitling, monitoring and recording services 
 
Arqiva has completed its second season of live High Definition (HD) transmissions of ‘The 
Met: Live in HD’ into European cinemas. Building on last season’s success (reaching an 
additional global audience of about 325,000) Arqiva’s transmission of the 2007-8 season 
enabled sell-out audiences to experience eight star-studded performances in cinemas 
across Europe. Donizetti’s ‘La Fille du Regiment’ was the final screening of the season on 26 
April. The total attendance for this season of live transmissions was expected to top 900,000 
people worldwide. 
 
Arqiva receives the live HD signal from the Atlantic Bird 1 satellite and then re-transmits to 
the Intelsat 10-02 and Atlantic Bird 3 satellites for live distribution into cinemas in the UK, 
Germany, Austria, Netherlands, France and other European countries. A Metropolitan Opera 
representative monitors the transmission from within the MCR of Arqiva’s Winchester 
Teleport providing hands-on real-time communication between the Met and Arqiva’s 
specialist team. 
 
Arqiva’s solution also includes on-screen local language subtitling for participating European 
countries, negating the need for multiple transmissions from the US. The HD screenings 
incorporate Dolby Digital 5.1 surround sound for maximum impact and include live interviews 
and special features. Arqiva provides cost-effective recording and storage of all the HD 
content for future re-purposing. 
 
Performances transmitted by Arqiva included Gounod’s ‘Roméo et Juliette’ (15 December), 
Humperdink’s ‘Hansel and Gretel’ (1 January), Verdi’s ‘Macbeth’ (12 January), Puccini’s 
‘Manon Lescaut’ (16 February), Britten’s ‘Peter Grimes’ (15 March), Wagner’s ‘Tristan und 
Isolde’ (22 March), Puccini’s ‘La Bohème’ (5 April) and Donizetti's ‘La Fille Du Regiment’ (26 
April). 
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Barrie Woolston, commercial director at Arqiva’s Satellite Media Solutions division, said: 
“Digital Cinema is an exciting new medium which presents very important opportunities to 
live event organisers and exhibitors. As well as enabling organisers to expand their audience 
reach all around the world, the growing popularity of experiencing alternative content on the 
big screen can significantly drive revenues across an exhibitor’s network. Arqiva has 
considerable experience in the live HD broadcast of alternative content to digitally enabled 
cinemas and we are proud to have been entrusted with this high profile and prestigious 
project for the Met.” 
 
Matthew Ivey, director of Occasional Video & Data at Arqiva, added: “The ability to reliably 
deliver live opera performances in High Definition with Dolby Digital 5.1 surround sound is 
crucial in ensuring that the audience experience is as close to real life as possible. Meeting 
the highly exacting standards of this world-class institution has been an interesting challenge 
for Arqiva and we look forward to building on our strong relationship with the Metropolitan 
Opera next season.” 
 

- Ends -
 
About Arqiva 

Arqiva operates at the heart of the broadcast and mobile communications industry and is at the 
forefront of network solutions and services in an increasingly digital world.  The company provides 
much of the infrastructure behind television, radio and wireless communications in the UK and has a 
growing presence in Ireland, mainland Europe and the USA. 

For broadcasters, media companies and corporate enterprises Arqiva has end-to-end capability 
ranging from outside broadcasts, satellite newsgathering, studios, playout, satellite distribution and 
terrestrial transmission, the latter including digital switch over and mobile TV development.  

In the communications sector the company supports cellular, wireless broadband, video, voice and 
data solutions for the mobile phone, public safety, public sector, public space and transport markets. 

Arqiva has its headquarters in Hampshire, with other major UK offices in London, Buckinghamshire 
and Yorkshire.  It now has ten international satellite teleports, over 60 other manned locations, and 
around 3500 shared radio sites throughout the UK and Ireland including masts, towers and rooftops 
from under 30 to over 300 metres tall. 

The company is owned by a consortium of investors led by Macquarie Communications Infrastructure 
Group and has five operating divisions: Terrestrial Media Solutions, Satellite Media Solutions, Mobile 
Media Solutions, Wireless Solutions and Public Safety. 

Major customers include ITV, Channel 4, Five, the BBC, BSkyB, Classic FM, the five UK mobile 
operators, the RNLI and the Metropolitan Police. 

www.arqiva.com

 
For more information please contact:  
Bethan Thomas/Laura Imregi   Bruce Randall      
Nelson Bostock Communications   Arqiva, Winchester     
Tel: +44 (0)20 7792 7425   Tel: +44 (0)1962 822582    
email: bethan.thomas@nelsonbostock.com email: press.office@arqiva.com   
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