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The Switch extends its reach to London with Arqiva 
 
• Joint service agreement between BEI and Arqiva’s Satellite Media Solutions 

division 
• Alternative broadcast switching hub for London 
• User control, cost-savings and fixed rates for HD and SD digital video 
 
Washington, DC  Beers Enterprises Inc (BEI) and Arqiva's Satellite Media Solutions division 

have today announced an agreement to join forces in launching ‘The London Switch’, which 

is expected to commence operations in July 2008. 

 

The London Switch has been jointly established to provide the UK industry with the first HD-

SD capable video switching service featuring convenient customer control.  The service will 

provide a cost-saving alternative for local fibre circuits and unlimited switching at fixed rates. 

Both parties will implement an extension of BEI’s revolutionary Inter City On Demand 

(ICOD®) video transmission service providing digital capacity between the UK and the US. 

The ICOD service links The Switch local community routers and offers customer controlled 

inter-city, end-to-end video transmission.  

 

Scott Beers, Chairman and CEO of BEI, said: “We are excited about expanding The Switch 

to London and joining forces with Arqiva.  London has consistently been the most requested 

city by our existing customers for our next point of presence.  It’s a natural progression as 

The Switch expands internationally.  Customers now will be able to execute local HD and SD 

signal switches and international transmissions in seconds to anyone in our Switch 

community.” 

 

Nick Thompson, managing director of Arqiva’s Satellite Media Solutions division, added: 

“This is an exciting growth period for Arqiva and The London Switch continues our 

expansion into new media markets.  This development has come about in recognition of a 

growing demand and need from our customers.  It clearly demonstrates our intent to 

1 



27 February 2008 
The Switch extends its reach to London with Arqiva 
 
 

 2

introduce value-add services in alignment with our customers’ requirements and their own 

growth ambitions.” 

 

Under the terms of the agreement, The London Switch will be located at Arqiva’s central 

London hub in Newman Street and customers will have local 24/7 support from the Arqiva 

operations centre, as well as The Switch’s network operations centre located in New York 

City.  This will be BEI’s first international location in their expanding network which also 

includes switches in New York, Los Angeles, Miami and Washington DC. 

 

Customers of The London Switch will utilise the existing proprietary control system currently 

used by all US customers to seamlessly control their ports.  Current users of The Switch are 

accustomed to controlling their ports in their home city as well as The Switch’s additional US 

locations.  BEI currently offers ICOD transmission service in 8, 20 and 270 Mbps capacity. 

 

Arqiva is a well-established UK-based service provider.  The company provides much of the 

infrastructure behind television, radio and wireless communications in the UK and has a 

growing presence in Ireland, mainland Europe and the US.  Arqiva was awarded World 

Teleport Operator of the Year in 2007 by the World Teleport Association.  The company now 

has an inventory of over 100 uplinks at ten international satellite teleports providing access 

to over 60 satellites worldwide. 

 

- Ends -

 
About BEI 

Beers Enterprises Inc (BEI) owns and operates community video routers in New York City, Los 
Angeles, Washington DC, and Miami.  Privately held and known as The Switch™, the company 
provides customer controlled routing for local and Inter City On Demand (ICOD®) video transmission 
service.  With more than 100 customers and 500 active video ports, The Switch provides an essential 
service to the worldwide television news and entertainment industry.  For more information, see 
www.theswitch.tv.  
 
For more information about The London Switch in the US, please contact Eric Pfaff at 
(+1) 508-479-5722.   
 
About Arqiva 

Arqiva operates at the heart of the broadcast and mobile communications industry and is at the 
forefront of network solutions and services in an increasingly digital world.  The company provides 
much of the infrastructure behind television, radio and wireless communications in the UK and has a 
growing presence in Ireland, mainland Europe and the USA. 

For broadcasters, media companies and corporate enterprises Arqiva has end-to-end capability 
ranging from outside broadcasts, satellite newsgathering, studios, playout, satellite distribution and 
terrestrial transmission, the latter including digital switch over and mobile TV development.  

 

http://www.theswitch.tv
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In the communications sector the company supports cellular, wireless broadband, video, voice and 
data solutions for the mobile phone, public safety, public sector, public space and transport markets. 

Arqiva has its headquarters in Hampshire, with other major UK offices in London, Buckinghamshire 
and Yorkshire.  It now has ten international satellite teleports, over 60 other manned locations, and 
around 3500 shared radio sites throughout the UK and Ireland including masts, towers and rooftops 
from under 30 to over 300 metres tall. 

The company is owned by a consortium of investors led by Macquarie Communications Infrastructure 
Group and has five operating divisions: Terrestrial Media Solutions, Satellite Media Solutions, Mobile 
Media Solutions, Wireless Solutions and Public Safety. 

Major customers include ITV, Channel 4, Five, the BBC, BSkyB, Classic FM, the five UK mobile 
operators, the RNLI and the Metropolitan Police. 

www.arqiva.com

 
Arqiva press contacts:  
Bethan Thomas/Nick Clark   Bruce Randall      
Nelson Bostock Communications   Arqiva, Winchester     
Tel: +44 (0)20 7792 7424   Tel: +44 (0)1962 822582    
email: bethan.thomas@nelsonbostock.com email: press.office@arqiva.com   
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