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Arqiva builds satellite distribution network to enable Freesat 
 

• Arqiva to provide DTH space segment on the Eurobird satellite 
• Launch of free-to-air satellite platform to increase availability of digital 

television channels across the UK 
• Working with Freesat and channel owners to secure space on the platform 
 
Arqiva has been awarded a contract by the BBC to help bring Freesat, the free-to-air digital 

TV platform, to air by March 2008. Arqiva will support the creation of the new service, which 

will complement existing digital TV platforms, ensuring that viewers across the whole of the 

UK can gain access to digital television without the need for a subscription, at and prior to 

Digital Switch Over.  

 

Arqiva will provide the BBC with an end-to-end distribution solution for the platform 

management data, which will have fully-redundant back up across dual teleports to ensure 

maximum robustness of the broadcast signal. In order to provide this resilient network, 

Arqiva will implement multiple circuits between two key teleports – the primary one in 

Bedford (Bedfordshire) and secondary one at Crawley Court (Hampshire) – and the BBC 

broadcast centres in London. 

 

Arqiva has been working with the BBC for more than 18 months to develop initial project 

plans and design a solution to meet the broadcasters’ needs – both technically and 

commercially. After the BBC Trust gave Freesat the green light to launch, work went into full 

flow and testing of the platform began in August 2007. 

 

Many channel owners are now in close contact with Arqiva and Freesat in order to secure 

space on the new DTT platform. 

 

“We work closely with Arqiva to uplink services for our BBC DSat 3 and DSat 7 DTH 

platforms, which host the majority of our interactive services, so we know of the company’s 
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capabilities when it comes to supporting our satellite network requirements,” said Alan Boyle, 

Head of Distribution Operations, BBC.  

 

“The team knows our infrastructure and the people involved, so this made it a lot easier to 

develop the right end-to-end solution for the Freesat platform.” 

 

“This will be a major digital platform in the UK and we have worked very closely with the 

BBC to get it right,” said John Bozza, Director of Broadcast Sales, Arqiva Satellite Media 

Solutions. “When we reach the time for Digital Switchover in the UK it’s vital that every 

household is able to receive free digital TV, which is why this project is a key part of the 

nation’s digital TV offering and supplements the new high-power digital terrestrial network 

that will deliver Freeview services to 98.5% of UK viewers via a normal aerial.”   

 

“We are looking forward to working with Freesat and helping the channels on our existing 

satellite multiplexes to access the Freesat platform,” added Bozza. 

 

- Ends -

 
About Arqiva 

Arqiva operates at the heart of the broadcast and mobile communications industry and is at the 
forefront of network solutions and services in an increasingly digital world.  The company provides 
much of the infrastructure behind television, radio and wireless communications in the UK and has a 
growing presence in Ireland, mainland Europe and the USA. 

For broadcasters, media companies and corporate enterprises Arqiva has end-to-end capability 
ranging from outside broadcasts, satellite newsgathering, studios, playout, satellite distribution and 
terrestrial transmission, the latter including digital switch over and mobile TV development.  

In the communications sector the company supports cellular, wireless broadband, video, voice and 
data solutions for the mobile phone, public safety, public sector, public space and transport markets. 

Arqiva has its headquarters in Hampshire, with other major UK offices in London, Buckinghamshire 
and Yorkshire.  It now has ten international satellite teleports, over 60 other manned locations, and 
around 3500 shared radio sites throughout the UK and Ireland including masts, towers and rooftops 
from under 30 to over 300 metres tall. 

The company is owned by a consortium of investors led by Macquarie Communications Infrastructure 
Group and has five operating divisions: Terrestrial Media Solutions, Satellite Media Solutions, Mobile 
Media Solutions, Wireless Solutions and Public Safety. 

Major customers include ITV, Channel 4, Five, the BBC, BSkyB, Classic FM, the five UK mobile 
operators, the RNLI and the Metropolitan Police. 

www.arqiva.com

 
For more information please contact:  
Bethan Thomas/Nick Clark   Bruce Randall      
Nelson Bostock Communications   Arqiva, Winchester     
Tel: +44 (0)20 7792 7424   Tel: +44 (0)1962 822582    
email: bethan.thomas@nelsonbostock.com email: press.office@arqiva.com   
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