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Scottish Mountain Rescue chooses NTL for new radio solution

e contract worth in excess of £500,000

e unified system will improve search and rescue radio communications

ntl's Public Safety Group, part of the company’s broadcast division, has won the contract to
provide the Mountain Rescue Committee of Scotland (MRCofS) with a new unified

communications system.

The design and build contract, worth in excess of £500,000, is for a new bespoke radio
solution which will enable multi agency communications during search and rescue
operations. This system, working on the UK SAR Bandplan, will replace numerous existing

older radio networks and single channel operations.

ntl conducted exhaustive tests and trials in order to tailor the system to the exacting
specifications of the MRCofS. It will supply 800 hand-portable radios and accessories, plus
mobile radios for rescue vehicles, and repeaters. The equipment will operate on a multi-
channel communications system designed to reduce local interference and alleviate channel
congestion, and allow for efficient joined-up communications with other public safety

organisations placed at Search and Rescue (SAR) incidents.

The MRCofS is a charitable organisation which represents 23 teams of civilian volunteers.
The new communications system has been funded by a generous grant from the Scottish
Executive as well as a substantial bequest. Nick Forwood, chairman of the MRCofS
commented: “It has been clear for some time now that our volunteers needed a more unified
network to allow for reliable communication between the variety of mountain rescue teams
and other Emergency Services attending incidents. During the consultative period, ntl went
over and above our expectations — members of the ntl team in Scotland even accompanied
our rescue volunteers on a number of events and incidents to determine the mountain
rescue communications issues. This, combined with ntl's extensive experience in the

provision of public sector radio and communications services, meant that it was a clear
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choice for us as to who provided best value. We have been extremely impressed by the

Public Safety team, and look forward to the smooth roll-out of our new network. ”

Malcolm Davies, ntl's Group Sales Director for Public Safety added: “Due to the nature of the
harsh terrain, plus the conditions and weather experienced by Scottish Mountain Rescue
teams whilst carrying out their duties, this was a challenging contract for us. We have
worked extensively with the MRCofS to ensure that both the new system and the transitional
migration phase will be smoothly delivered, and look forward to being involved in the

ongoing maintenance and support of the new network in the near future.”

- Ends -

More on ntl’s Broadcast division:

e The Broadcast division of ntl has a 49-year history in transmission and has helped pioneer the
technologies of the digital age.

e ntl’s Public Safety group provides a full range of support services to the UK police, fire,
ambulance and other emergency services including design and installation of integrated
telecommunications systems, radio system maintenance and fully managed services.

e With a portfolio of over 2300 radio sites across the UK, ntl's Wireless Solutions group specialises
in shared mobile and cellular network infrastructure, from conventional masts and towers, urban
and in-building solutions to access circuits, managed back-haul and core network provision.

e 22 million UK homes receive ITV, Channel 4 and Five via ntl's national broadcast transmitter
networks. ntl also provides transmission for most UK independent radio stations, both analogue
and digital.

e ntl provides end-to-end media solutions to the broadcast industry across terrestrial, cable and
satellite platforms. This includes satellite uplinking, satellite newsgathering, outside broadcast
facilities, programme presentation, play-out and distribution.

e Further information can be found at www.ntlbroadcast.com
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