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Talent celebrated at the 2004 ntl Commercial Radio Awards 
 

• New venue, new hosts, new CRCA chairman 
• Notable wins for Newcomer of the Year: Lauren Laverne 

and Station of the Year: Wave 105 
 
ntl’s broadcast division and the Commercial Radio Companies Association (CRCA) are 

proud to announce the winners of this year’s ntl Commercial Radio Awards.  The awards, 

presented today at a lunchtime ceremony in central London, reward talented individuals and 

stations in the commercial radio industry.  This year the event was bigger, better and brighter 

than ever with a new venue at the Hotel Intercontinental on Park Lane, new Chairman for the 

CRCA and new hosts in Heart 102.6 Breakfast duo Jono and Harriet. 

 

For 2004, the awards received well over 340 entries from stations providing a wide diversity 

of pop, chill-out, country and rock music, rolling news and even the spoken word.  Popular 

categories included the ntl Commercial Radio Station of the Year; the ntl Commercial Radio 

Presenter of the year; and the ntl/Skillset Commercial Radio Presentation Newcomer of the 

Year, with the former awarded to 97.3 Forth One’s Boogie & Vicky Pitchers, and the latter 

won by XFM’s new face Lauren Laverne.  The ntl/IRN Newslink Commercial Radio Special 

Award went to [Dr] Neil Fox in recognition of his outstanding contribution to commercial radio 

made during a long and successful career. 

 

Alison Winter, Research and Communications Manager at the CRCA, commented: “The 

commercial radio industry goes from strength to strength and, as usual, the ntl Commercial 

Radio Awards recognise and reward the exceptionally gifted people working at radio stations 

across the UK.  A host of hotly contested categories, a brand-new central London venue, 

new hosts and a new chairman for the CRCA in David Elstein all ensured that 2004 was no 

exception: it really is an event that is not to be missed.” 

 

Paul Eaton, head of broadcast radio at ntl, added: “We are extremely proud of our long and 

strong association with commercial radio behind-the-scenes, and our sponsorship of the 
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awards offers us a tangible opportunity to reward the talents and successes of a thriving 

industry.  On behalf of all at ntl, I would like to congratulate today’s award winners and wish 

them every success in the future.” 

 

The full list of awards winners is detailed below: 
 

• The ntl Commercial Radio Programmer of the Year 
Neil Greenslade – Galaxy 102.2 

 
• ntl Commercial Radio Awards for Marketing Excellence 

Sunrise Radio 1458 
 

• ntl Social Action Initiative Award 
West Sound – A77 Campiagn 

 
• ntl Commercial Radio News Award 

Radio City News Team 
 

• ntl Commercial Radio Station of the Year (<300,000 TSA) 
Rutland Radio 

 
• ntl Commercial Radio Station of the Year (300,000 to 1 million TSA) 

Mercia FM 
 

• ntl Commercial Radio Station of the Year (>1 million TSA) 
Wave 105  

 
• ntl/Skillset Commercial Radio Presentation Newcomer of the Year 

Lauren Laverne – XFM 
 

• The ntl/IRN Newslink Commercial Radio Special Award 
Neil Fox 
 

• ntl Commercial Radio Presenter of the Year 
Boogie & Vicky Pitchers – 97.3 Forth One 

 
• ntl Commercial Radio Programme [or Feature of the Year] 

Exam Slam – Galaxy 105, Galaxy 102, Galaxy 105-106 
 

• Neil Robinson Memorial Award 
Lisa Higgins – Marketing Director of the Century FM Network 
 

• ntl Gold Award 
Chrysalis Radio  

 
• ntl National Sales Team of the Year 

Classic FM Sales Team 
 

• ntl Local Sales Team of the Year 
107.4 The Quay 

 
• ntl/British Heart Foundation Action on Health Award 

West Action – West Sound 
 

• ntl Commercial Radio ID Liner, Jingle, Sting or Sweeper of the Year 
Tim Lihoreau & Paul Kelly – Classic FM 

more… 
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• ntl Commercial Radio Digital Station of the Year 
Capital Disney 

 
• ntl Technical Innovation Award 

Creation New Platforms 
 

- Ends - 
 
 
More on ntl’s Broadcast division: 
• The Broadcast division of ntl has a 48-year history in transmission and has helped pioneer the 

technologies of the digital age. 
• 22 million UK homes receive ITV, Channel 4 and Five via ntl’s national broadcast transmitter 

networks.  ntl also provides transmission for most UK independent radio stations, both analogue 
and digital. 

• ntl provides end-to-end media solutions to the broadcast industry across terrestrial, cable and 
satellite platforms.  This includes satellite uplinking, satellite newsgathering, outside broadcast 
facilities, programme presentation, play-out and distribution. 

• With a portfolio of over 2300 radio sites across the UK, ntl’s Wireless Solutions group specialises 
in shared mobile and cellular network infrastructure, from conventional masts and towers, urban 
and in-building solutions to access circuits, managed back-haul and core network provision. 

• ntl’s Public Safety group provides a full range of support services to the UK police, fire, 
ambulance and other emergency services including design and installation of integrated 
telecommunications systems, radio system maintenance and fully managed services. 

• Further information can be found at www.ntlbroadcast.com 
 
 
more on the CRCA: 
The CRCA is the trade association for UK Commercial Radio.  It is a voluntary, non-profit-making 
body, formed by the first radio companies when Independent Radio began in 1973. 
Further information can be found at www.crca.co.uk
 
 
For more information please contact:  
Bruce Randall, ntl, Winchester Hannah Bailey/Esther Brown Alison Winter 
Tel: 01962 822582 Nelson Bostock Communications CRCA, London 
Fax: 01962 822374  Tel: 020 7229 4400 Tel: 020 7306 2611 
email: bruce.randall@ntl.com Fax: 020 7792 7411 Fax: 020 7470 0062 
www.ntlbroadcast.com hannah.bailey@nelsonbostock.com Email: alison@crca.co.uk
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